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HEALTH CONNECTION

By DEBORAH M. MARKO
Staff Writer

dmarko@thedailyjournal.com

UPPER DEERFIELD — Riva and
Bally nip and wrestle on Joan Mal-
oney’s living room floor, engaging in
crefree puppy play.

This socialization is a eritical compo-
nent to prepare the pups for their
future roles as Seeing Eye guide dogs,
Wwhere they will enable a blind person to
lead a more independent life, said Mal-
'(J‘Tlc)z coordinator of the Cumberland

ounty Puppy Power 4-H Club.

The pups visiting Maloney are under
the care of two Cumberland Regional
High School students
_ Bally, a German shepherd, is the
}m.nrl h Seeing Eye pup raised by Rachel

lottkamp. She's a natural, said her

friend Courtney Ewing, who dubs Rot-
tkamp “the animal whisperer.”

Ewing was inspired by Rottkamp to
join the puppy-raising program. Riva, a
Labrador, is her first pup.

«] was so excited to get her,” Ewing
said.
Club members voluntarily raise the
puppies, teaching them to be alruund
people and expasing them toa variety of
public places.

The Cumberland County club has
raised more than 50 puppies for The
Seeing Eye, based in Morristown. Cur-
rent members include Katic, Shannon,
Holly, Doug and Jacob E‘orbes of
Vineland; Rottkamp and Ewing; Blake

Volunteers support Seeing Eye

Maloney of Upper Deerfield; Bob Van-

Hassel of Millville; and Mildred
Caltabiano of Pittsgrove.

Joan Maloney got invol ved when her
daughter Lauren, an active 4-H mem-
ber, joined the organization.

“Lauren raised several puppies
before she went off to college,” Maloney
said After Lauren left, Maloney and
her husband, Blake, stayed involved
with the program.

A Seeing Eye area coordinator places
the pups in approved homes, where they
will spend the next year. They arrived
at 7 weeks old, already named.

The German shepherds, Labradors
and golden retrievers are bred specifi-
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cally for the program.
“The puppies are a lot of work,” said
Christine Higham, a Seeing Eve area
coordinator based in Toms River. “It's
fun and challenging at the same time."

Puppy raisers
It's a full-time responsibility for
Rottkamp and Ewing, who said their

See SEEING EYE on Page 21
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Q&A: The Seeing Eye

Frequently asked questions about
raising a Seeing Eye dog:

What is 4-H and do I have to
join? :

The Seeing Eye/4-H Puppy Raising
Program, started in 1942 is a pint effort
of The Seeing Eye Inc. and the 4-H
Youth Development Program. Partici-
pants are ages 9 to 19 years, as well as
adults. :

When you join the puppy-raising
program, you are pining 4-H. You can
choose to take advantage of other bene-
fits of the 4-H program in your area or
focus only on the puppy-raising pro-
gram. Families are asked to attend at
least one 4-H club meeting in their
county and complete an application
before receiving a puppy.

I'm an adult. Can I raise a pup-
py, and do 1 have to attend the 4-H
meetings?

Yes, The Seeing Eye accepts adult
applications and requests that you, too,
attend the 4-H puppy club meetings to
help socialize the puppy. Meetings also
are an opportunity for younger mem-
bers to work with the puppy, to help
expose it to children. The club meetings
are essential to the puppy-raising

process.

How old will the puppy be
when I get him or her?

Between 7 and 8 weeks old

Do 1 need to go to The Seeing
Eye to pick up my puppy?

A representative of The Seeing Eye,
called an area coordinator will call you
and make arrangements to deliver the
Puppy to your home. At that time, the
coordinator will spend about an hour
and a half explaining the details of rais-
ing a puppy for The Seeing Eye.

What if the puppy needs veteri-
nary care?

If you have a family veterinarian,
you may continue to use that practice. If
you are unfamiliar with a veterinarian
IN Your area, your area coordinator or
puppy club leader can suggest one. The
Seeing Eye will cover all the pup's vet-
erinary costs.

Who is responsible for the pup-
py's food?

The Seeing Eye provides a stipend to
help defray the cost of food Your area
coordinator will give you an initial 8-
pound bag of puppy food. We suggest you
purchase the same brand in 40-pound
bags at local feed stores.

What is the most important role
of the puppy raiser?

You need to show your puppy as
much of the outside world as you can so
the puppy can become accustomed to its
future work environment. Puppies need
to be exposed 1o things such as car tray-

Joan Maioney is helping raise Lyric, who may becoming a Seeing Eye guide dog

el, sounds, sudden noises, animals,
crowds, slippery floors, stairs and stores
so0 they won't be intimidated by these
challenges when they’re Seeing Eye
dogs.

Can we take the puppies any-
where, since they are going to be
Seeing Eye dogs?

Although working Seeing Eye dogs
are allowed access to all public places,
Seeing Eye puppies in training are not
You will need to check with managers
or owners before visiting a public place
to make sure it is OK. We don't encour-
age taking puppies to food stores and
restaurants

When can | start taking my pup-
py places?

Two weeks after your puppy has
received its 13- to 14-week vaccination,
¥you can take your puppy out in publie.

We have other pets in the house.

Can we still raise a Seeing Eye
ppy?

Yes. In fact, this is good exposure for
the puppy. But if you have another pup-
Py in your house, it must be at least 5 to
6 months old before a Seeing Eye puppy
can be placed in your home.

Is it difficult to give the puppy
back for training?

Yes, it is. But knowing that you are
raising your puppy to enhance a blind
person’s independence makes it worth
the effort. If you do a good job with your
PUppy, you can raise another one, which
will help to minimize the sense of Joss
you may feel when your dog returns to
The Seeing Eye.

How old will my dog be when he
or she returns to The Seeing Eye
for training?

About 14 to 16 months old.

What happens when my dog

Pennies for Puppies

Schoolchildren, corparate emplay-
ees and community crganizations
have been some of the mast ger
benefactors of The Seeing Eye by con-
ducting their own community serv-

ice ts to raise money forit
Fhese

rojects are org
through
for Pu

Seeing Eye’s Pe
ies and Dollars for D

4425, ext. 1778 or email
returns to The Seeing Eye?

The dog will have a period of adjust-
ment to the kennel. During this time,
the dog will be X-rayed and given a
health check. The dog will then be
assigned to a professional instructor.
Over the next four months, the dog will
learn to be a Seeing Eye dog. At the end
of the training period, you will be invit-

ed to watch your dog walk through town

with the instructor.

Once the dog is matched with a Fr-
son, you will receive a letter from The
Seeing Eye telling you what state the
person and dog live in, and a little
information about the person. In order
to respect the privacy of the dog’s new
owner, you will not find out the name
of the person who has the dog you
raised.

What happens if my dog does
not become a Seeing Eye dog?

You will be asked if you would like
the dog as a family pet. If you do not, The
Seeing Eye will place the dog with a
family looking to adopt one. Some dogs
are adnﬁwd by law enforcement agen-
cies 8o they can maintain their roles as
service dogs.

Source: The Seeing Eye Inc.
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Rachel Rottkamp is raising Bally through the Cumberland County Puppy Power 4-H Club

Seeing Eye

From Page 19

social schedule is different now that
puppy care 15 a top priority.

“Friday nights, I used to go out with
my friends,” Ewing said. But in these
early days, friends must come over to her
house. She also has what seem like “pup-
py play dates” with Rottkamp and Bal-
ly

It’s not up to the puppy raiser to teach
the pup how to guide a blind person —
that will come later, when the dog
returns to The Seeing Eye’s headquarters
to work with a professional trainer, High-
am said.

A puppy raiser’s main responsibility
is to lavish the puppy with lots of love so
the dog learns to trust.

“It helps them do a better job,” High-
am said, noting the “dog wants to please
the owner and that's very important.”

Puppy raisers also must teach some
basic obedience, including the commands
of sit, down and forward, as well as house-
breaking, which is called “park time.”
~ They are urged to take the dogs out
in public and expose them to many
sights and sounds. Locally, the pups
have been to stores, a bowling alley and
even aboard the Cape May-Lewes Ferry.

When they are in the car, the pups
learn to ride on the vehiele’s back floor

use they cannot sit ona seat whena
blind person rides a bus or train, High-
am explained, noting the rule is four
Paws on the floor.

Saying goodbye

When a pup reaches 14 to 16 months
0ld, the area coordinator will pick up the
dog. Pup raisers usually get about two
wmk;' notice that the dog has been sched-
Uled for advanced training: .

The most fmquentlysskedqwmd

.mglu.aewm

puppy raisers: How can you part with the

o

The relationship changes, but the
bond of love doesn't, Maloney said.

“You have to brace yourself” she said.
“You know the puppies are going to
change someone’s life”

Maloney has learned to view it as the
pups going off to college.

After four months of training, the
puppy raisers get the opportunity to see
their dog one more time before it heads
off to a new life of service. They are invit-
ed to Morristown to witness their dog
leading a trainer through the downtown.

There is no contact with the dog. The
pup raiser must watch from afar.

“Some people say, ‘1 cuuldnever_goand
watch it — it would be too hard,” Higham
said. “I encourage it. You would be so
amazed at what your dog accomplished.
'Ibsaeyourdogguidilggmmeym. to see
the dog is thinking — it’samazing.”

n;‘lgglanqhmdmeit.nndadmitathem

tears
N Youre so proud, she said. “It takes
strwg‘thmraigthanmdﬂu_mleegn_’

The dogs are matched with a blind
person whase lifestyle suits the animal’s
personality, even down to the speed of
their walk The dogs usually work five to

mmtﬂhﬁ ti

W‘Em&l‘nﬁwllm need
* Higham said, noting many
m:'ﬁmn:g' ar friends of the blind
und homes

Those who don't are fo .
(hrough The Secing Eye Pople may sign
upmmnmm%ggm
Notnl_ldqsnmke_ : Milr:g

r Zella, was unable
k:'kmin ggﬁ‘:l?duema physical prob-
tom adopted » Maloney said. Zella
b e to the pups that
:rriw. including the Maloneys’ most

recent pup;

History of The Seeing Eye

partnered with people who are blind maobility as a I

ho. young blind man, he
who seek to enhance their mdm was inspired to write its author for
ence, dignity and self-confi

hel
g '-— Krmhyﬂarriwnﬁuﬁisman
: = American training German shep-
ng ye herd dogs in Switzerland, and when
she reoei;r:til Eran%’: letter, she
More agreed to im. He promised

:}lﬂn 15.:(: would returnptn the United S'a}t;
cinmlly Bied ﬁrﬁ;ﬂnw’dmﬂmm
and trained In 1928, having completed instruc-
dogs have tion in Switzerland, Frank arrived in
brought a New York City, proving the ability of
new level of his dog, Buddy, before throngs of news
mobility, * reporters. His one-word telegram to
safety a.l_ld Mrs. Eustis told the entire story:
self-sufficiency to almost 8000 men “Success” The Seeing Eye was born,
and women. : with the dream of making the entire
In 1927, Morris Frank read an  world accessible to people who are

article about dogs being trained as  blind.
guides for blinded veterans of World — Courtesy of The Seeing Eye Inc.

The road to recovery
now has a fast lane.

If you require post-acute rehabilitation, make
quality care your top priority. Choose the
program that will get you home faster, rather
than a service that’s closest to home. Choose the
Rehabilitation Program at Millville Center.

ShortStay Care

Millville Center
54 Sharp Street
Millville, NJ 08332
856-327-2700

www. grne.n':l:cc. com




